
BEFORE THE BOARD OF COUNTY COI1MISSIONERS

FOR COLUMBIA COUNTY, OREGON

IN RE: An 0rdi nance Establ i shi ng a Countyrvi de
Addressing System, Provid'ing Procedures
To Impiement thjs Address System, and
Establishing a.Unjform Road l{aming System.

)

)

)
NO B1 -6

ORDINANCE
(Ar4EN DE D )

THE BOARD OF COUNTY COI,IMISSIONERS FOR COLUI4BIA COUNTY, OREGON ORDAII'IS AS

FOLLOI'IS

Section I - Title: Columbia Coqnty Rural Addressing System

Sectjon II - Authority: ORS Chapter 215 empovrers the Columbja County Board of Com-

missjoners, hereinafter, the Board, to defjne through an ordjnance the procedures and

reqqirements relatjng to the addressing of drvellings in the unincorporated areas of

Columbja County, and to provjde a uniforrn road naming system for Colun:bia County.

5ec tion IIi - Purpose: The establishnrent of a coun tywide addressjng systern to provide

for the systematic numbering of nevr and exjsting structures in the County and to pro-

',, 
j de emergency serv j ces, as wel l as i nterested i ndi vi dual s and bus'inesses, the neces-

sary'information to locate drvellings by site address. The countywide addressing

system will establish permanent nrail deliver-v nunrbers and el'iminate the problems asso-

c'iated wi th the route and box system.

Sect jon IV - Exception: This ordjnance does not pertain to tlre fol lorv'inq areas nith jn

Ccl umbi a County:

4.01 The incorporated cities;

4.02 Sauvie Island; and

4.03 Any other area of the County rvlrere it js unfeasjble to enact thjs ordi-
nance .

4.04 The County may choose to not exercise the inrplenentatjon of this ordj-
nance rvjthjn an established Urban Grorvth Boundary of any ntun'icjpality
in the County jf the City and the County reach a n:ututal aqreement to

I;



address the lands with'in the Urban Growth Boundary in accordance tvith
an establ i shed c'i ty nunbe ri ng system.

Sect'i on V - Def i ni ti ons :

5 .01 Count.y Gri d System. A coordinate system establ i shed by thi s ord j nance
ffindswjthjnColumbiaCounty.Thenumbersinthegrid
system shall increase as they traverse north and east fror,r thejr initial
I ine. at the rate of 1000 numbers per sect'ion.

5.02 Init'ial South L'ine. The initial south l'ine is the south line of Sections
22, 23 and 24, Townsh'ip 3 North, Range 2 l,lest, l'.l.14. This line is defined

5 .03

as the number 50,000 for the purposes of thjs County Grid System. The
south to north numbers shall increase at the rate of 1000 nunbers per
section until they reach 84,000 at the north boundary of the County.
Th j s I i ne w'il I run the enti re rvj dth of the County, vrest to east.

Initial l,lest Line. The initial weSt line is the Iine betr,reen Tournship
4 I'lorth, Range 5 l^lest, and Tovrnshjp 4 North, Range 6 l'Jest The line
runs the entire length of the County, south to north. This ljne is
defined as number 10,000 for the purposes of the County Grid System.
The west to east number shall'increase at a rate of 1000 nunbers per
sectjon untjl they reaclt 39,000 on the eastern boundary of the County.

5.04 Grid Lines. Grid lines run west to east and north to south for the
entire length and wjdth of the County. These lines vrill be used to
assign the numerical portion of an address to a resjdence or other
structure jn the unincorporated county.

5.05 Address. An address shall be a "5" digit number and a road name. This
address sha I I be measured at the location tvhere the dri vet^Jay i ntersects
a county road, public b/ay or private road. Addresses shall end 'in an
even number on the south and east sides of a road and shal'l end in an

odd number on the nortlr and west sides of a road

5.06 lJorth-South Road A road rrrhich runs predominately north-south. The
nunbered in accordance wjth the south to north grid
0,000 and runs consecutjvely to 84,000 at the rate
sect'ion.

addresses shall be
rvlrjch beg'ins with 5

of 1000 numbers per

5.07 East-West Road. A road vrhich runs predominately tvest to east. The

addresses on this road shalI be numbered in accordance vlith the urest to
east grid which begins vrith 10,000 and runs consecutjvely to 39,000 at
the rate of i000 nunrbers per section.

5.08 Count.y Road. A road which has a public right-of-uray and js part of the
county road maintenance systern.

5.09 Pri vate Road
0RS 92.014, and

A right-of-way created by easernent under provisions of
not dedicated to the County or the public. Thjs road

is not part of the county road maintenance system
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5. 10 Postal Del i ve Area. The area in which majl is delivered from a single
post o ce.

5.11 Public t'Jay. A road dedicated to the County or the public but lras not
been accepted i nto the county road maintenance sYstem.

5.12

5.13

5.14

Bujldinq Department. The Colunrb'ia County Buildjng Departrnent.

Plannjng Department. The Columb'ia County Planning Department

Board. The Columbja County Board of Commjssioners.

ance with the provi s i on of Sect ion VII of this ordinance.

Section VI - Rural Address System.

The Columbia County Grid System establjshed by th'is ordjnance'is the
official address system for the unincorporated portions of Columbia
County. The address of a residence, bus'iness or other structure requir-
ing an address, is a "5" d'igit num[er taken from the County Grid System
and road name.

This ordinance shall provide the framevrork for the process of estab-
I i sh'ing and ma j nta j n'ing the Col umb j a County Rural Address !Vstgt.
Existing homes and structures shall be nurnbered on a postal delivery
area baii s. l,Jhen al I nuntbers have been mapped and roads named i n
accordance wjth the provisjons of thjs ordjnance, the Board shall
establish the road names and implement the rural address system in that
particular postal delivery area.

Not'ification of a Chanqe. The County,'in cooperatjon rvjth the postal
serffi occupants of each postal delivery area of the
proposed change in the address of their residence or structure at least
six (6) weeks prior to the effective date.

The Pl anni ng Department shal 'l coord j nate the deve'l opment of the maps

for the Columbia County Grid System and shalI work urith the Bui1ding
Department to keep these naps current.

Road l{ame. Al I roads i n the County shal I be named or renarned 'in accord-

6.01

6.02

6. 03

6.04

6 .05

6.06 Nunberi n of t'lew Homes b the Bui l d'in De a rtment
mt t 1S issued for a nel residence, commercl a orind

t'lhen a bui I di ng per-
ustri al structure

in an area of Columbia County in whjch the rural address system has

been placed in effect, the Buildr'ng Department shall assign the new

structure an address, in accordance w'ith jts location on tlre maps of the
Columbja County Grid System. The Bujlding Department shall notify the
Post Office, Fire District, Central Dispatch and any other approprjate
agency of the nel address.
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Secti on VI I - Road llames.

7.07 County Roads. The legal name of all county roads are hereby changed to
match the road nar.nes established on the Road Index Map of Columbia
County, 0regon prepared by the 0regon Department of Transportation in
l'{ovember of 1977. Any roads accepted into the county road system s'ince
this map was prepared shall be named wjth the name'in whjch it was
accepted. The Road Index Map is a part of thjs ordinance and js adopted
by reference.

If there is a confljct between a county road name on the Road Index I'lap

and the commonly used narne or a road name previously established by the
Board, the cornmon name or the previously establjshed name shall be used
as the 1ega1 name of the county road. These names shall be part of any
s'ite speci fi c ar',rendments to thi s ordi nance.

7 .0? Confl i cti nq Road I'lames. I,lo two (2) roads in Columbia County may have
the same name. The only exception to this requjrement js county roa d

names established by Sect'ion 7.01 pf thjs ordinance.

7.03 Namjnq of Publ ic l'lays. Publ jc ways shall be named with their ded'icated
name or the name'in common usage by the residents of the area whenever

/.LJ

possible. A public way shall only be named vrhen 'it 'is actually being
used as a road. Public ways not constructed shall not be named until
such tjme as the constructjon of a road 'is within the existing right-of-
vray and is approved by the Board. At that time, the Board shall estab"
ljsh a name for the public way.

@'Allpr.ivateroadswjththree(3)orniorehouses
shall be named in accordance with the provisjons of this ordjnance. The
Board shall establish a name for tlre private road.

!:_tjZS.l. ngquest for &oad Nanre. The nrajority of the cjtizens living on
a county road, pubf ic way or private road nray petitjon tlte Board to
name or rename the road on which they ljve. Upon accepta'hce of the
petition, the Board may renanp a road and may change the road nante, so
1 ong as the change does not conf I j ct w j th provi s'i ons of thi s ord'inance .

7 . -.,5 I'lanre of U . S. Hi qhway 30 U.S. llighway 30 sha'll be nanred as fol lows

a ) C0LUMBIA RIVER HIGllllAY from south county I'ine to east ci ty I imi ts
of Rainier.

b) U.S. HIGIII{AY 30 frorn rvest city limits of Ra'inier to the west Colunr-
bia County 1ine.

Sectjon VI-l - Severabjljty: If any provision of this ordinance is for any reason

held jnval'd or unconstitut'ional by any court of competent jurisdiction, suclt portion

shall be c=erned a separate, djstinct and independent provision and such holdings shall
\ not affect the valid'ity of the renajning portions thereof.

7.Cr
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Section IX - Repeal of Conflictin nances and/or Resol uti ons: Al I previouslyo Ord 'l

adopted ordjnances, resolutjons or parts thereof in conflict rvith this ordinance, to
the extent of such conflict and no furtlter, are hereby repealed.

Sectjon X - Emerqency Clause: That thjs ordjnance, bein g necessary for the jmmedjate

preservation of public peace, health and safety, an emergency is declared to exist and

th'i s ord j nance takes effect on 'i ts adopti on.

REGULARLY PASSED AND ADOPTED BY TIIE BOARD OF COUNTY COI4I'1ISSIONERS I.OR COLUMBIA

COUNTY, OREGOI{ THIS 4th DAY OF Auqust , 1982.

BOARD OF COUI1TY COMIIISSiONERS
FOR COLUI4BIA COUNTY, OREGON

ha rman

SS on r

S oner

Recor ng Secretary

Read in Ful'l :

Read - T'itle 0n1y:

VOTE

8

Comni ssioner Hunt

Conmj ssioner Sahagian

Commissioner Ahlborn

d,"
/ut.-

-t--4'

____nay

nay

nay
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